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INTRODUCTION
The Cedar Hill 2012 Parks, Recreation, Trails & Open Space Visioning Master Plan was adopted in September 2012. The 2012 plan is based on three innovative concepts: the City
will grow and flourish as a city within a park; 20 percent of Cedar Hill’s land area will consist of public and private open space; and the interface of nature and built environment
will be celebrated and influence the design of public infrastructure.
As with most cities, the economic recession from 2008 through 2014 prevented Cedar Hill
from fully funding and implementing many recommendations for the park system in the
2012 Master Plan. Because of this, many of the goals and recommendations in the 2012
plan remain relevant and continue to serve as a guide for the development of the parks
system.
In a 2017 bond election, 69 percent of Cedar Hill voters approved $15 million for parks improvements, including $5 million for investments in neighborhood and community parks;
$3.5 million for replacement of the community outdoor pool; $1.5 million to develop trails;
and $5 million for the first phase of a signature community park. The community support
to continue to invest in and develop the park system is a major driver of the priorities and
goals of this update.
The Texas Parks & Wildlife Department requires the Master Plan be updated five years
from the original adoption date. This update of the Master Plan will address the following:
* Goals & Policies
* Demographics
* Parks, Recreation and Open Space Classification
* Accomplishments Since the Adoption of the 2012 Plan
* Needs Assessment and Identification
* Trail Evaluation
* Five Year Action Plan
The purpose of this update is to document the achievements since the 2012 plan, identify
preferences and priorities, and provide guidance for the continued development of Cedar
Hill’s parks, recreation, trails and open space system. The plan will also help the City of Cedar Hill compete for grants from various regional, state, and federal sources, including the
North Central Texas Council of Governments and Texas Parks & Wildlife.

7

A PREMIER CITY
VISION

We envision Cedar Hill as a
premier city that retains its
distinctive character; where
families and businesses flourish in
a safe and clean environment.

MISSION

The Mission of the City of Cedar
Hill is to deliver the highest quality
municipal services to our citizens
and customers consistent with our
community values.

The City Council envisions a premier city that is defined by the following premier statements:

WE VALUE

The City Council believes that by communicating the values to the community,
others will begin reflecting, articulating, promoting, and protecting the
distinctive character that will continue Cedar Hill’s success far into the future.
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RELATIONSHIP TO 2012 MASTER PLAN
The Cedar Hill 2012 Parks, Recreation, Trails & Open Space Visioning Master Plan was adopted in September 2012. The purpose of this update to the master plan is to document
the achievements since the 2012 plan, identify preferences and priorities, and provide
guidance for the continued development of Cedar Hill’s parks, recreation, trails and open
space system. The goals, policies, and recommendations of the 2012 plan are still valid and
this update should be read in context of the 2012 plan.

GOALS & POLICIES
The goals and policies of this update are consistent with those adopted in the 2012 plan.
The vision laid out in the 2012 plan is based on three innovative concepts, each of which
establishes standards at some of the highest known levels nationally and internationally:
City Within a Park, 20% Open Space Goal, and Nature/Urban Interface.
CITY WITHIN A PARK
Cedar Hill will grow and flourish as a city within a park, rather than simply be a city containing parks. In other words, infrastructure, buildings, and neighborhoods will be integrated into the fabric of parks, open space, and greenbelts within the City. These areas will
be highly visible from roadways and neighborhoods and will serve as essential elements
of “green infrastructure”—providing trail connections, linear parks, natural drainage ways,
and wildlife habitat. Perceived as the “front door” to the community, streets will play a
significant role in inplementing this vision concept.
20% OPEN SPACE GOAL
As a city within a park, 20% of the City’s land area will consist of public and private open
space. These areas will include City parks, greenbelts, and open spaces; county parks; Cedar Hill State Park; Newman Academy; and Mount Lebanon Baptist Encampment*.
With the overwhelming support of the community and in keeping with City Council priorities, the goal of 20% of City area dedicated to parks and open space is set to serve as a
tremendous milestone, making the city distinct from any other in Texas and catapulting
Cedar Hill to be on par with world-class cities.
NATURE/URBAN INTERFACE
With an abundance of park and open space land in Cedar Hill today and in the future,
there will be many places where the natural and built environments meet. Translated as
the juxtaposition of nature and culture, it calls for contemplation and inspires creativity.
As abstract imagery, the nature/urban interface will be celebrated and will influence the
design of Cedar Hill’s streets, gateways, facilities, and parks serving as landmarks
and destinations on which community life focuses. The goal of emphasizing the interface between nature and urban is to complement and amplify the distinctiveness of
each. With both nature and urban receiving the same level of attention, a synergy will be
achieved whereby the whole is greater than the sum of the parts.
*The City has an agreement with these entities to preserve their green space.
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DEMOGRAPHICS
RACE & AGE COMPOSITION
The table illustrates the race and
ethnic composition of the City of
Cedar Hill according to the 2017
U.S. Census Bureau. The table illustrates the diversity of the local
population. The African American
group comprises the largest percentage, with the White/Caucasian
group representing the second
largest. Also contributing a large
percentage of the population is the
Hispanic Origin group.
The age composition of the population within a city provides insight
into the types of park and recreation facilities and services the City
may need to offer. As reflected in
the table, the largest age group is
the School Age Children & Young
Adults (0-19 years old). This age
group generally represents the
highest number of people that use
a community’s park facilities because of league sports and other
organized play activities. Cedar Hill
has a high percentage of people
in the Prime Labor Force category
(35-54 years old); many in this age
group play organized adult sports.
The College/New Family group
comprises a significant percentage
of the City’s population at over 23
percent; these groups tend to utilize hike-and-bike trails and passive
open space areas. Clearly, groups of
all of ages have recreational needs.

RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION - 2017
CITY OF CEDAR HILL, TEXAS
Race/Ethnicity

Number

Percent

African American

25,553

52%

White/Caucasian

18,154

37%

Asian/Pacific Islander

1,207

2%

American Indian or
Alaska Native

68

1%

Other(1)

3,728

8%

Total

48,710

100%

Hispanic Origin(2)

5,845

12%

Source: U.S. Census 2017
(1) Includes “Two or More Races”
(2) Hispanic/Spanish Origin may be of any race and may be
included in any category. It is therefore not included in the
total, but is separately included.

AGE COMPOSITION & DISTRIBUTION
CITY OF CEDAR HILL, TEXAS
Age groups

Number

Percent

School Age Children & Young Adults
(0-19 years old)

16,075

33%

College/New Family
(20-34 years old)

11,203

23%

Prime Labor Force
(35-54 years old)

10,716

22%

Older Labor Force
(55-64 years old)

5,845

12%

Elderly
(65+ years old)

4,871

10%

Total

48,710

100%

Source: U.S. Census 2017
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HOUSEHOLD INCOME
Household income for Cedar Hill according to the 2017 U.S. Census is shown in the table.
Approximately 21 percent of the households in Cedar Hill were in the range of $34,999
or less. However, the highest percentage of households in Cedar Hill in 2017 was within
the $50,000 to $74,000 income category. The lowest percentages were in the range of
$200,000 and above.
2017 INCOME DISTRIBUTION
CITY OF CEDAR HILL, TEXAS
Income Level

Number

Percent

Less than $14,999

1,281

8%

$15,000 to $24,999

860

5%

$25,000 to $34,999

1,191

8%

$35,000 to $49,999

2,182

14%

$50,000 to $74,999

3,337

22%

$75,000 to $99,999

2,711

17%

$100,000 to $149,999

2,698

17%

$150,000 to $199,999

975

6%

$200,000 or more

470

3%

Total

15,705

100%
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PARKS & OPEN SPACE

PARKS & OPEN SPACE OVERVIEW
Some of the most beautiful and fascinating parks and open space areas in the State of
Texas are located in Cedar Hill. From Cedar Hill State Park, which receives more than a half
million visitors per year, to Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center, which has one of the greatest naturally occurring varieties of plant species in the region, parks in Cedar Hill are
famous and well-known destinations. We also have a variety of neighborhood and community parks, which provide places for people to play and relax, and a system of greenbelts that will one day include trails to connect the entire city. Unique opportunities in
Cedar Hill include utilizing regional stormwater detention/retention basins for open space
preservation and context-sensitive streetscapes as linear parks.
The enhancement and expansion of Cedar Hill’s parks and open space system is critical
in achieving all three of the primary vision components of this Master Plan. An interconnected park and open space network linked by greenbelts is the primary way to become
a City Within a Park. Acquiring additional land for new parks and nature areas will help us
achieve our goal of 20% Open Space. Finally, the design of individual parks will help to celebrate the Nature/Urban Interface across Cedar Hill.

PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN
SPACE CLASSIFICATION
The Parks Classification was reviewed as a part of this update, and no changes are
required. Details of the Parks Classification system can be found in section 3.2 of the 2012
plan.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT
in 2017, the city council appointed a citizen bond committee to evaluate capital needs
throughout Cedar Hill. Based on needs assessments and necesssary improvements detailed in the 2012 plan, the committee recommended $15 million in improvements to the
parks system, which voters overwhelmingly approved in November 2017. Parks improvements funded through the bond program include $5 million for investments in neighborhood and community parks; $3.5 million for replacement of the community outdoor pool;
$1.5 million to develop trails; and $5 million for the first phase of a signature community
park.
Land aqcuisition and development of future neighborhood and community parks was
identified as a priority in the 2012 plan and remains a priority to meet the goals defined in
this update.
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OPEN SPACE OPPORTUNITIES
Acquisition of additional open space is critical in achieving the city's vision of preserving
20% open space. in 2019, the city council established a funding source, the Joe Pool Lake
Nature Corridor Fund, that would provide for maintaining and enhancing the City's natural assets. Land acquisition for open space, greenbelts, or nature preserves throughout
Cedar Hill is an eligible use of those funds. The map below identifies opportunities to acquire additional open space to preserve the distinctive natural character of Cedar Hill.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The City has completed the following capital improvements to the parks system since the
adoption of the 2012 Parks, Recreation, Trails & Open Space Visioning Master Plan.

BEAR CREEK PARK

Renovated in June 2017
Size:
Location:

5 Acres
1620 Midlake Drive

Bear Creek is in the southeastern portion of the community. It is surrounded on all sides by streets and
has a row of trees that run along what was likely an
old fence line. The location of this park in a developing portion of Cedar Hill makes it an important site
for a neighborhood park. Bear Creek Park was developed in 2017 with the following park elements:
* Extension of the Walking Trail
* Covered Playground
* Pavilion
* Exercise Stations
* Park Identification Sign

HIGHLANDS SOUTH PARK
Renovated in June 2017
Size:
Location:

8.2 Acres
225 Sims Drive

Located between Highlands Elementary School
and Beltline Intermediate School, Highlands Recreation Area was renovated in 2017 with the following recreation elements:
* 0.04 Mile Loop Trail
* Pavilion
* Covered Playground
* Landscaping and Irrigation for Open Space
* Park Identification Sign
The existing practice backstop was removed.
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CALF PASTURE PARK

Renovated in December 2018
Size:
Location:

10 Acres
335 N. Joe Wilson Road

Being the ideal size for a neighborhood park, Calf
Pasture is located along a major roadway. The population within a 3-minute drive radius 10,681; within a
5-minute drive radius is 27,910. Calf Pasture park was
renovated in 2018 with the following improvements:
* New Playground Structure
* Exercise Stations
* Landscape Improvements
* Drinking Fountain

PARK IDENTIFICATION & ENTRYWAY SIGNS
Completed in June 2018

Entry feature signage was installed at key intersections, and new park identification signs were installed
at the following parks:
* Bradford Park
* Calf Pasture Park
* J.W. Williams Park
* Kingswood Park
* Liberty Park
* Longhorn Park
* Meadows Park
* Ramsey Park
* Waterford Oaks Park
* Wildwood Park
* Windsor Park
* Community Center Park
* Crawford Park
* Virginia Weaver Park
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CREATIVE PLAYGROUND AT VIRGINIA WEAVER PARK
Community Build in March 2019

A key emphasis for the 2017 bond program was
improving accessibility to parks and play structures for children of all abilities. The replacement of
the creative play structure at Virginia Weaver Park
is a major project that advances that goal. The new
playground, built by the community, is designed
for children of all abilities and features sensory
stations, therapeutic swings, ability spinners, and
team swings.

BRADFORD PARK
Renovated July 2019
Size: 		
Location:

5.6 Acres
401 W. Wintergreen Road

This park is located in the northern portion of the
community. It is a constrained site due to its linear
shape and the presence of the large detention pond
in its center. In 2019, the park was renovated with following improvements:
*Replacement of gazebo
*Replacement of pond fountain
*Renovation of wishing well
*Enhanced landscaping
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ONGOING & PLANNED PROJECTS
NEIGHBORHOOD & COMMUNITY PARK RENOVATIONS
The 2017 bond program includes funding allocated specifically for neighborhood and community
park reinvestment and renovation to occur over
the next 5-7 years. Calf Pasture Park and Bradford Park were the first two neighborhood parks
renovation projects funded through the bond
program.
A major emphasis of the program is updating
safety and accessibility standards of playground
equipment for children of all abilities. Based on
individual neighborhood priorities, projects will
also address other park amenities, such as landscaping, lighting, exercise stations, drinking fountains, and water features.

SIGNATURE COMMUNITY PARK
$5 million was approved in the 2017 bond program for the first phase of a centrally-located
signature community park that would provide
amenities and programming for residents and
visitors and will be linked to Cedar Hill’s existing
network of parks, trails, and open spaces.
The signature park will be located near the
Cedar Hill Government Center.
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AQUATICS & INDOOR
RECREATION

AQUATICS & INDOOR RECREATION
OVERVIEW
Cedar Hill is committed to providing state-of-the-art facilities—such as the Alan E. Sims
Recreation Center—in order to maintain the high quality of life expected in a premier
city. Part of maintaining our diverse culture and remaining an anchor for economic development in the Best Southwest is that we provide premier recreation facilities that
attract and retain residents. Indoor recreation facilities and aquatic centers are prime
opportunities for providing places for families to flourish and can become hubs for community life.
It is our vision that recreation facilities include state-of-the-art amenities and become integrated into Cedar Hill's parks environment by being linked with neighborhoods, parks,
and other landmarks via trails, bikeways, and greenbelts. The design of aquatic and indoor recreation facilities should provide a near seamless interface between the natural
and build environments.
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ONGOING & PLANNED PROJECTS
SENIOR CENTER RENOVATIONS
Funded through the 2017 bond program, the
Senior Center will be expanded with an additional 1,000 square feet to accommodate additional
multi-purpose rooms. The renovation will also
include updated furniture, new offices, a covered
carport for buses, and a new patio.

RECREATION CENTER RENOVATIONS
The Alan E. Sims Cedar Hill Recreation Center
opened in 2004. Each year resources are dedicated towards improvements and renovations
to keep the building in good condition for users.
Current renovations include resurfacing cabinets, replacing countertops and sink fixtures,
and replacement of flooring in meeting rooms.
Plans also include updates to the patio accessed from meeting rooms and renovation of
restrooms and showers on the recreation end of
the building.
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OUTDOOR COMMUNITY POOL
Funding for a new outdoor community pool was
included in the 2017 bond program to replace
the existing pool at Crawford Park. After the City
performed a site analysis, Virginia Weaver Park
was selected as the site for the future pool. The
pool, expected to open in Summer 2021, will
modernize the City’s outdoor aquatic options
and feature zero-depth entry, capacity for lap
swim, water slides, and spray features.
The existing pool at Crawford Park will remain
operational as the new pool is constructed. The
city will pursue master planning exercises with
the park’s stakeholders to determine future improvements to that park.
More information on the pool project can be
found in the City of Cedar Hill Municipal Pool Study, attached as an appendix to this update.
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TRAILS

TRAIL EVALUATION
Hike and bike trails continue to be a commonly-requested recreation amenity in Cedar
Hill. The City has continued to make progress in developing its planned trail system over
the past five years. In 2019, the City will complete a master plan for downtown streets
and pedestrian connectivity, which will help guide the priorities and options to complete
the inner loop core trail.
The goal is to provide pedestrian access and connectivity to points of interest such as
parks, retail and dining centers, and the Government Center. The following trail sections,
totaling almost 15 miles, have been completed in the last five years or have been funded
for future development:
Segment

Length

Status

Lake Ridge Trail

3.6 miles

Complete

Pleasant Run Trail

1.0 miles

Complete

Red Oak Creek Trail

3.1 miles

Complete

Mansfield Road Trail

2.6 miles

Complete

FM 1382 Trail

2.6 miles

Under Construction

Preston Trail

0.8 miles

Under Construction (By Others)

South Clark Road Trail

1.25 miles

Funded
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TRAIL MASTER PLAN
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TRAIL MASTER PLAN STATUS
LEGEND
Completed
Under
Construction
Funded

Planned

N
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ONGOING & PLANNED PROJECTS
FM 1382 CORRIDOR (1382 TRAIL PHASES I & II AND PRESTON TRAIL)
Phases I & II of 1382 Trail are a 2.6 mile hike and bike trail along FM 1382, from New Clark Road to
the Cedar Hill city limits, will complete another section of long term-planned North-South Core
Trail as identified in the City of Cedar Hill 2012 Parks, Recreation, Trails & Open Space Visioning
Master Plan. The project is funded through contributions from TxDOT, Dallas County, NCTCOG,
and the City of Cedar Hill. The project was coordinated in conjunction with Texas Parks and Wildlife, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center, and Newman Academy.
Preston Trail, a 0.8 mile trail connection on the FM 1382 Corridor, is under construction by a private
developer.
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SOUTH CLARK ROAD TRAIL/VELOWEB CONNECTION
The South Clark Road Trail Project will include a 10-foot wide hike and bike trail along
South Clark Road, connecting E. Belt Line Road to Parkerville Road and Red Oak Creek
Trail. This project will be funded by a grant from the North Central Texas Council of Government, using 70 percent State and Federal dollars with only 30 percent of the cost
shared by the City. The construction contract will be awarded in August 2020.
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SYSTEM PRIORITIES

NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND
IDENTIFICATION
A citizen bond advisory committee was appointed in 2016 to make recommendations on
major infrastructure projects to be funded through general obligation bonds. The committee prioritized the following parks amenities: neighborhood and community park
reinvestments, replacement of the outdoor pool, development of the hike and bike trail
network, and the first phase of a signature community park. Cedar Hill residents validated
these priorities in the 2017 bond election with 69 percent approval of the Parks proposition.
The City of Cedar Hill also held a public input meeting on Thursday, March 22, 2018 to
receive citizen comments on park and recreational needs. There were approximately 60
in attendance. The come-and-go meeting was also attended by the Mayor, Council Members, Board Members, City Manager, Assistant City Manager, and Cedar Hill Parks & Recreation Staff.

TOP RECREATION NEEDS
Participants were given three (3) votes each to identify their top park amenity priorities.
The following is a priority listing of recreational elements, as tallied from the meeting:
* Indoor Pool (36 votes)
* Active Senior Center (31 votes)
* Hike and Bike Trails (28 votes)
* Soccer Fields (24 votes)
* Lighted Sports Fields (18)
* Performing Arts Center (13)
* Recreation Center Fitness Center (13)
* Special Events Plaza / Parks (11)
* Special Needs Park (11)
* Outdoor Exercise Stations (10)
* Teen Center (7)
* Community Gardens (7)
* Open Space (7)
* Dog Park (7)
* Pavilions / Outdoor Meeting Space(s) (6)
* Splash Pad (4)
* Fitness Course (4)
* Skate Park (4)
* Nature Center (3)
* Expansion Of Recreation Center Weight Room (1)
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MOST-USED PARKS
A City-wide park map was available, and citizens were given the opportunity to select a
park or parks they used the most:
* Alan E. Sims Cedar Hill Recreation Center (9 votes)
* Valley Ridge Park (6 votes)
* Crawford Park (6 votes)
* Virginia Weaver Park (5 votes)
* Wildwood Park (3)
* Bradford Park (3)
* Dot Thomas Park (2)
* Lorch Park (2)
* Kingswood Park (2)
* Community Center Park (2)
* Highlands Recreation Area Park (2)
* Calf Pasture Park (2)
* Cedar Mountain Preserve (2)
* Liberty Park (1)
* Parkerville Park (1)
* Longhorn Park (1)
* Waterford Oaks Park (1)
* Pioneer Park (1)

OPEN OPINION BOARD
Citizens were given an opportunity to comment in an open forum on any park related
issue. The following comments were submitted:
1. Provide improvements to Waterford Oaks Park.
2. Provide security lighting in Liberty Park.
3. Provide additional seating (park benches) at Liberty Park
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SYSTEM PRIORITIES
Priorities for Outdoor and Indoor recreation opportunities were created based on public
input meetings and staff analysis to address parks and recreation needs in Cedar Hill.

HIGH PRIORITY PARKS & RECREATION NEEDS
Priority

Facility

Timing

Estimated Cost

1

Development of multi-use trail network

2019 – 2022

$400,000/Mile

2

Outdoor community pool & aquatics facilities

2019 – 2022

$5,000,000

3

Improvements to existing parks incl. updated playgrounds and other amenities

2019 – 2022

Varies

4

Acquire and preserve open space and nature
areas and make them publicly accessible.

2019 – 2022

Varies

5

Acquire land for new neighborhood and community parks in under-served areas and areas of
future development.

2019 – 2022

$25,000/Acre

6

Remodel and expand the Senior Center

2019 – 2022

Varies

7

Renovate Recreation Center fitness area

2019 – 2022

Varies

8

Develop additional athletic fields & courts

2019 – 2022

Varies

9

Develop dog park facilities

2019 – 2022

$500,000 to $1,000,000

10

Lake Front Recreation Opportunities

2019 – 2022

Varies
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